
BROADENING OUR HORIZONS

Many phrases like “should we”, “should we not”; “do we move boldly” “or cower in fear”, crept into the 
decision making process around the opening a THIRD Original T-Bag Designs retail outlet. Many of you might 
be thinking “Are you mad, in this economic climate?! We are delighted to announce that on 1 June 2009, 
we took a bold leap of faith and opened our new shop in the Mainstream Shopping Centre as Kronendal is 
rather tucked away. Our hunch paid off, many locals now regularly shop with us. The shop, quaintly built 
into the side of an old fishing boat, looks stunning.

If you have not yet visited, do come and see us, we are open seven days a week. One regular was overheard 
to say it’s her favourite shop in Hout Bay, as it’s always such an inspiring experience!

Dear Friends,

Welcome to our New Year edition of The T-Bag Times highlighting our 2009 memorable moments. So, make 
yourself a cuppa, read on and find out what we’ve been up to and what is brewing for 2010!
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The Cape Craft and Design Institute (CCDI) sponsored us to attend the SARCDA Trade Show in Johannesburg 
in August, for which we were extremely grateful. It was very exciting to be part of such a prestigious event. 
Our new Heart and Marine range looked wonderful on the beautifully styled stall, shared with five other 
crafters.  Not only an amazing experience, it was also a useful learning curve for us! The buyers’ response 
was pleasing and we’ve been kept busy meeting their orders. Our CELESTEAL angel was such a hit that we 
had to send an SOS to all of you, as well as to newspapers and radio stations for more tea bags with strings. 
We are always in need of more of these tea bags; we do however have one request.

Please could you either send the dried bags as they are, or, take out the staple and empty the bag? Cutting 
the top of the bags means Angels with sort skirts, so please help us preserve their CELESTEAL modesty!

T-BAG designs AT S.A.R.C.D.A

!



Josie and Nico Panagio with THE bag

In November, we were featured on the ever popular SABC 3 show Top Billing. Our dear friend and supporter 
Josie Borain, along with other celebrities, was asked to donate a handbag to the D &D Charity Auction. Their 
aim was to raise funds for the Journey to Life charity who are building a research centre for cancer and other 
terminal illnesses. 

We were absolutely delighted when Josie commissioned us to make a bag for her. She chose a new bag from 
our range, with plastic tubing handles filled with both tea bags and tea leaves. Our highly individual bag 
sold for R1,200.00. It was exciting to have the buzz with the Top Billing film crew and presenter joining us 
for the morning. Those of you from the U.K. will understand my excitement; I always wanted to be a Blue 
Peter presenter!

CELEBRITY HAND BAG AUCTION 

!



THE RIPPLE EFFECT

Often we remain completely unaware of the consequences of our words and actions – good or bad. Like 
pebbles tossed into the lake me may notice an initial splash but little more. Every so often we become 
aware of events which can be directly traced to an action of ours, then we realise just how connected we 
all really are. 

Susan Storm a well known Australian jewellery designer was recently visiting Hout Bay. Susan travels the 
world sourcing unusual beads to use in her unique designer necklaces. A sudden downpour forced her to 
take shelter in our Mainstream shop. She noticed some paper bead necklaces made from used tea boxes by 
Mothers for All, a non profit organisation based in Botswana. Their income generating projects support the 
care givers of orphans and vulnerable children. Susan fell in love with the beads and was very impressed 
that project was not only helping mothers and their young charges but was recycling too. She made contact 
with Mothers for All and as a result her company, Maya Gems, is now making high-end necklaces with the 
mothers’ beads. Besides helping to raise funds for the organisation she is also raising its profile by linking 
her necklaces with celebrities all round Australia.

The December edition of the Oprah magazine in South Africa was due to have a feature on a necklace made 
out of back copies and was to be presented to Oprah when she visited in December 2009.  

Congratulations T-Bag Team, this was one mighty effective and beneficial ripple!
 

One of the mother’s 
charges is delighted 

to model the 
beautiful necklace. 

Above, is a necklace made by Susan out of tea box beads. 



Our spotlight personality is T-Man. A lot of people think 
that the T-Bag Team is all women, well we have allowed 
a few fellers in over the years, and they are an integral 
and loved component of our team. 

T-Man, who always greets visitors with a smile, is our 
chief corker and quality controller - no mistakes get past 
him!

One day a week he works for Una Holiday who has turned 
the waste land next to her house into a beautiful park for 
locals to enjoy. With T-Man at her side they have created 
a little children’s paradise called Carmel.

Apart from being our master quality controller and a 
landscaper par-excellence, he is also choir master of 
Sinothando, a local gospel choir they recently produced 
a CD, Wanikele, which we sell in the shop. 

More importantly T-Man is a proud husband and father 
of five. He is also a highly valued member of our team, 
a true example of a man who shows determination and 
pride in all he does. 

 BREWING…

Believe it or not our T-Party Box is still brewing. We are working hard to try to iron out customs problems 
we’ve encountered as we want to ensure that our venture kicks off on the correct foot.

Some of you have already had parties for us, we really enjoyed hearing about these wonderful events. We 
just want to take this opportunity to say a huge thank you to you all. So, although we have not officially 
launched the T-Party Box, we can safely say 2010 will be THE year ….watch this space.

SPOTLIGHT PERSONALITY



T- Bag Team at Play

On 13 January 2010 The Team went to the Pictures (bioscope, flicks, cinema) and in true picture going 
style armed themselves with popcorn and fizzy drinks! We saw Invictus – the story of the South African 
involvement in the 1995 World Cup, hosted here – and in particular the stories of Nelson Mandela and 
Francois Pienaar, the SA Rugby Captain. There wasn’t a dry eye in the back row where the 2 British volunteers 
sat!  Do go and see it if you get the chance, for those of you in the UK, it’s due for release at the end of 
January.

Thanks from the whole team to Mildenhall  (Suffolk,U.K.) Mothers Union (Jills 82 year old mum is a member) 
who not only remember us in their prayers every month but kindly sent money for this whole treat.

!



a quest for the ultimate cuppa

Inspired by a visit to Original Tea Bag Designs, Lancashire-based Alan Whelan took to the road on his 
Triumph motorcycle to have tea with people he met on a 14,000-mile UK-to-Cape Town solo quest for the 
ultimate cuppa. He also collected the tea bags for us!

The trip took him through Morocco, Mauritania, Mali, Nigeria, Cameroon and down the west coast to Cape 
Town over the toughest roads imaginable; he met sporting legends and ministers of state, peacekeepers 
and outlaws, and countless people who shared their last morsel of food with him. And now the book of 
the trip ‘African Brew HA-HA’, is due to be published on April 5, 2010. Travel writer Peter Moore said of 
African Brew Ha Ha: ‘Joy and heartache, despair and exhilaration, moments of sheer insanity... Alan Whelan 
captures Africa to a T’.
 
Alan’s book is available at Exclusive Books countrywide and everywhere in Ireland and the UK. Europe, 
Japan, the US and Canada can find the book at www.amazon.com.
 



a final few words...

As ever we want to thank our world wide T-Bag supporters, whether you’re a tea bag sender, visitor, 
volunteer, purchaser or prayer warrior. Thank you also for every positive and encouraging word sent. 
Whenever complimented on our success I always give credit to our great team and the constant support of 
the worldwide T-Bag family.

Also, a number of visitors and Tour Companies have suggested we become a Faire Trade Company, which 
would be a wonderful accolade for us. At the moment we are ploughing through the paper work and 
because of the registration cost it might take us a while to achieve. Although we aren’t accredited we truly 
believe we’re not only Proudly South African but will be Proudly Free Trade soon!  

God’s blessings to you all in 2010,    Jill

PS.  If you’re coming here for the world cup, and will be in Cape Town, make sure you head for one of our 
shops – penalties for those who don’t!!

www.tbagdesigns.co.za   info@tbagdesigns.co.za   (021) 790 0887

FAREWELL

Some of you may remember having met or received emails from Tapiwa. Tapiwa joined us at the beginning 
of 2009, for 3 months to help with our public relations. Fresh out of university and sponsored by a T-Bag 
supporter from the U.K., she was able to focus on consolidating existing relationships and building new 
ones. Towards the end of her time with us Eclipse Public Relations hired her which has allowed her to 
continue providing a PR service for T-Bags. We have already had coverage in several magazines, online 
media and newspapers. We all wish Tapiwa well in her career.


